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Steve Curatti

Subject: FW: FOIA Request

From: Steve Curatti

Sent: Friday, April 09, 2010 9:26 AM
To: 'tmilli5101@aol.com’

Subject: FOIA Request

Todd — Hard copies of your FOIA request* Dated 4/8/10) may be picked up at any time at the reception desk in our first
floor lobby at any time during regular business hours.

Regards,

Steve Curatti
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Date Received: 4/5/2010  Complaint #:10-080 =}
Sanitarian: Eric Campbell Date Closed: 4/8/10
Source of Complaint: [] Public ] KCHD ] Other Agency ] Anonymous
Permanent Parcel Number (PIN#):
Name; Hamman Farms, LLC

Last Name/Business
Don Hamman, Owner
First Name/Contact Person
Address: RT. 71 near W. Highpoint _ Apt./Suite#:
City: Zip Code+4
Phone: Home ( ) Cell/Mobile ( )
Other Addresses/Phone:
Specific Complaint:
Open burning that took place at the Hamman Farms Land Application facility 3/31/2010
Complainant: Todd Milliron
Name/fAgency

Address: 61 Cotswaold Dr Apt.ISmte#
City/State:  Yorkville, IL Zip Code 60560
Phone: Home 630 ) 553-9590 Cell/Mobile ( )
Other Addresses/Phone:

Related Records:

Narrative
(Include date for each entry)

4/5/2010- I(Eric Campbell, KCHD Environmental Health Inspector) received an e-mail from the
complainant stating that "there was an open burning that took place at the Hamman Farms Land
Application facility on 3/31/2010". Included in the complaint were a series of photographs taken by the
complainant of the open burning that took place. Some of the photographs appeared to depict what
appeared to be litter/debris strewn about the cropland over or near the burn, EC
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Complaint #: 10-080

Narrative

(Include date for each entry)
4/5/10 - KCHD's Steve Curatti called and spoke to Springfield IEPA's Floyd McKinney (sp?) in the
Bureau of Air. Floyd was questioned about the practice of burns conducted over Ag property croplands.
Floyd informed Mr. Curatti that burns on Ag cropland are exempt from an |IEPA burn permit so long as
the burn is limited to crop residues. Based on the complainant's information/photographs. Mr. Curatti
asked staff to contact the Bristol/Kendall Fire District for their observations (in the event they were
made aware of and/or investigated the burn. Staff was also asked to visit the property (post burn) to

observe the condition of neighbor Hamman Farms croplands, paving special attention to possible
[accumulations of litter and debris. SC

4/6/10 - To have a better picture of what took place on 3/31/2010, 1, Eric Campbell, contacted the
Bristol/Kendall Fire District. | spoke with Chief Hitzemann. The Chief informed me that he had sent out
an investigator to observe the burn or evidence thereof (last week), and discovered that the burn
involved cropland containing corn stubble-no mention of litter. Chief Hitzemann forwarded to me a copy
of the associated fire investigation report prepared by his firemen on 3/31/2010. EC

4/6/10- 1, Eric Campbell, paid a visit to Hamman Farms property to see if there was indeed some
evidence of litter/debris on Hamman Farms property, specifically the area(s) located off Rt.71 and W.
Highpoint Rd. | drove westbound on Rt.71 near W. Highland road and to the north of Rt. 71 | noticed
what appeared to be loose litter and debris (i.e., plastic bags, etc.) on the fields of Mr. Hamman
property. Several photographs were taken before leaving the site. Upon returning to the office |

reported my findings to Mr. Curatti (KCHD Director of Environmental Health). EC

4/6/10 - KCHD's Stefanie Johnson and Steve Curatti met with Kendall County State’s Attorney, Eric
Weis to discuss the most recent complaint lodged against Hamrnan Farms, LLC by Mr. Todd Milliron,
alleging that Hamman Farms was conducting a broad surface burn of some of its cropland, specifically.
post-harvest crop residues (corn stubble)... tainted with loose litter and debris (the cropland has been

used in the past to accept the land application of yard wastes). Photographs taken by Mr. Milliron (said
to be dated 3/31/10) revealed what appeared to be an unusual amount of litter (i.e., plastic bags.

plastic debris) scattered across the property. We brought with us pictures of Hamman Farms cropland
taken by Eric Campbell (depicting the area(s) north of rt. 71, west of Budd rd.), showing what appeared
to be an emerging crop of winter wheat — and a modest amount of litter/debris scattered across the
property.

After reviewing the photographs taken by both Mr. Milliron and Mr. Campbell, it was agreed by all that
Hamman Farms appeared to be burning crop residue (a lawful practice). however the amount and
origin of litter being burned in the process was questionable. We deduced that the litter was perhaps
present as result of the Hamman Farms yard waste land application operation (which would be a
violation of Hamman Farms' IEPA permit to apply yard waste — reference *IEPA Notice of Violation
#08-CH811). To this end, we agreed that this complaint and related findings should be forwarded to the
IEPA for their information and to be added to their current case file and pending litigation.
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Complaint #: 10-080

Narrative
(Include date for each entry)

This decision is consistent with a long-standing policy/understanding between the Kendall County
Board, the State's Attorney’s Office and the Health Department that all complaints lodged against
Hamman Farms, LLC —that pertain to the yard waste land application operation (and related IEPA
permit) be investigated to the extent that the county will make observations and gather information — to
be assembled as findings and promptly supplied to the IEPA for any and all further action. SC

*IEPA case #08-CH811 will be up for status in KC Court on May 5th, 9a, in room 113.

4/8/08 - Anticipating a FOIA request from the complainant for our records on this complaint, Eric
Campbell called and asked Chief Hitzemann for permission to release our copy of the BKFD's fire
report (as opposed to the complainant having to FOIA BKFD). The request was granted. SC

4/8/10 - On this day this complaint and associated pictures taken by Mr. Campbell were provided via e-
mail to the Des Plains Regional and Springfield (central) offices of the IEPA. SC

Closed pending need to further address. SC
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Complaint #10-080

4/6/2010 - Pictures of Hamman Farms cropland taken near the intersections of Rt. 71 (w) and
W. Highpoint Rd (N). Eric Campbell
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On 03/31/2010 at 15:05:32 dispatched To 12975 RT 71 /Yorkville, IL 60560. The location is
a Crops or orchard. The incident was determined to be a(n) Authorized controlled burning.
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